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SIAM – Strategies to improve access to medicines 

Medicines and health care services, like food and housing, are essential goods, and it is necessary to promote their access to all to ensure inclusive development. Indeed, the case studies of emerging economies like India and China reveal that the development of innovation and industrial capabilities need not always improve access to medicines significantly. Therefore, the direct and indirect flows and interrelationships between innovation and industrial capabilities and healthcare access merits study. 

In this perspective, the international research group SIAM undertakes research on:

· Characteristics of health care systems of developing and transition countries.

· Role of principal stakeholders (State, firm and NGOs) in improving access to medicines.

· Public policies, public-private cooperation and private initiatives to tackle specific diseases: HIV, tropical diseases, neglected diseases and future health crises.

· Market design and institutional provision that have led to good or bad transformation of industrial capabilities in pharmaceuticals into better access to healthcare. 

We are a group of like minded academics based in 7 different countries (Netherlands, France, Canada, USA, India, Brazil and South Africa), who have expertise on specific low and middle income countries. As SIAM indicates our objective is to identify strategies and policies to improve access to health in the context of national systems and international conventions like TRIPS. We also seek to create a network between researchers, especially in developing countries, working on the above issues, in order to support research collaborations. Finally, we are a set of academics who are interested in sharing and discussing our research findings with other stakeholders in the health sector. It is our intention that our work will not only yield research insight but also provide practical guidelines for advocacy, participatory processes, and policy considerations.
Contact: ramani@merit.unu.edu, Shyama V. Ramani, UNU-MERIT & Maastricht Univ, NL.
