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WWS – Water, Waste management & Sanitation
Programme FINISH 
Even after ten years into the new millennium, about 2.1 billion people, mainly in South Asia and Africa, do not have access to toilets and about 42,000 die every week due to drinking water polluted with faecal matter. In India, two out of three people do not have access to a functioning toilet. At the same time between 40%-60% of the existing toilets are not being used depending on the region. So there is both a lack of sanitation coverage alongside a severe problem of lack of effective usage of the available toilets. The FINISH programme aims to improve this situation in India.

Programme FINISH stands for Financial INclusion Improves Sanitation and Health and is being supported and implemented since 2009 by an Indo-Dutch consortium comprising NGOs, academic and financial institutions, insurance companies and banks from the two countries. Its objective is to diffuse 1 million safe sanitation systems (i.e. toilets with proper treatment of waste produced) to low income communities in rural India through mobilizing funds from end-user households. 

In the FINISH programme, Dr. Shyama V. Ramani serves the UNU-MERIT mandate of building capacity in developing countries through sharing research finding and organizing workshops with local stakeholders. Her role is to provide insight into the social, political and economic contexts within which “safe toilets” are diffused and adopted as an innovation.

She also runs an NGO called Friend in Need (FIN) to generate knowledge on water, waste management and sanitation through experimenting with real actions in an isolated coastal village called Kameshwaram that had been devastated by the Tsunami of December 2004. Students from Europe and India form the core of her team in this endeavour. [www.friend-in-need.org]
Contact: ramani@merit.unu.edu  Shyama V. Ramani, UNU-MERIT & Maastricht University
